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Story of a County Boy by Val Portelli.

A change from the author’s fantasy and romance books, this gritty novel delves into the seedier side of life, spanning two countries and over half a century of one man’s experiences.

1) Did you feel any sympathy for TJ? Do you think he got everything he deserved?

2) The book starts in the 1950s when men’s attitudes to women were very different. Did you notice any changes as the story developed?

3) Could you understand the way the women in TJ’s life reacted? What would you have done in their position?

4) ‘This is a work of fiction and any resemblance to any person, living or dead, is coincidental.’ What do you think? 

5) If you know the three main settings in the novel, London, Portsmouth and Malta, do you believe they have changed, and if so, in what ways?

6) This is a short read. Do you think the story would benefit by being longer, and if so, which areas would you like to see developed?

7) If TJ had been your father, would you, as an adult, want to know him? What questions would you want him to answer?

8) In which genre and sub-category would you place this book, and why?

9) Do you think this story could happen today? Is it still happening?

10) What was TJ’s driving force? Did he achieve his dreams?

The author would welcome any questions and can be contacted via her Facebook page www.facebook.com/Voinks.writer.author or blog www.Voinks.Wordpress.com where she publishes weekly short stories.
